
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to present Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards
The Sangeet natak Akademi Awards for the year 2005 will be presented by the President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam at a special ceremony on 20th March, 2006 at vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

New Delhi, Delhi, March 18, 2006 /India PRwire/  -- The Sangeet natak Akademi Awards for the year 2005 will be
presented by the President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at a special ceremony on 20th March, 2006 at vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi.

The Akademi Awards is the most coveted honour conferred o the practicing artistes and scholars in the field of the
performing arts.  Past recipients of the Akademi Awards inclding eminent personalities such as Allauddin Khan,
Hafiz Ali Khan, Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar, Omkar Nath Thakur, t. Balasaraswati, Rukmini Devi Arundale,
Kelucharan Mohapatra, Sachin Dev Burman, Satyajit Roy, Shombhu Mitra, P.L. Deshpande, C.C. Mehta, Mohan
Rakesh, B.V. Karanth to name a few.  The Awards are decided by Akademi's General Council, the apex body
consisting of specialists in different fields of performing arts and representatives from different States and Union
Territories of the country.  The Akademi Awards carry Rs. 50,000/- in cash, a Tamrapatra and a Shawl.

The Government of India established the Sangeet Natak Akademi on 31st May, 1952 as the National Academy of
Music, Dance and Drama.  It was created as the apex body in the country for the task of promotion and preservato
of the performing arts of the country.  One of the important achievements of the Akademi is to give recognition and
honours to artists for setting standard of excellence in performing arts and restoring the art and artists to their
rightful place in the country.

The institution of the Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards is now fifty-four years old and the large body of practitioners,
gurus and scholars in the performing arts honoured by the Akademi represents the naton's highest achievement in
music, dance and drama.

Notes to Editor

The Press Information Bureau is the nodal agency of the Government of India to disseminate information to the
print and electronic media on government policies, programme initiatives and achievements.  Functioning as an
interface between the Government and the media, PIB also provides feedback to the Government as reflected in
the media.

PIB functions through its corps of Departmental Publicity Officers attached to various Ministry and important
government organizations. Acting as interface between media and the government, these officers also advise
Ministries on media matters. Special feedback digests are prepared analysing country-wide coverage of major
happenings and decisions. Over 2.5 lakh clippings on important issues and events are digitized in a year.
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