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|C|3'MA development group reacts to the proposed 3G Spectrum Policy in
ndia

Further limiting CDMA operators' access to spectrum will stifle competition and slow down economic
growth

New Delhi, Delhi, IND, 2008-04-10 15:48:32 (IndiaPRwire.com)

The CDMA Development Group (CDG) (www.cdg.org) today commented that the proposed 3G
spectrum allocation policy put forth by India's Department of Telecommunications (DOT) will further
inhibit CDMA operators' access to spectrum in the region. The policy under review would assign 3G
spectrum in the 800 MHz and 2100 MHz frequency bands, which the CDG agrees will enable the
mass market deployment of 3G CDMA services to India. However, the current proposal to divide
these spectrum allocations such that only two 1.25 MHz blocks are assigned in the 800 MHz band
compared to five 5 MHz blocks in the 2100 MHz band is highly inadequate and further exacerbates
the unlevel playing field that exists due to the 2G spectrum policy that has constrained CDMA
operators to one-half of the amount of spectrum available to GSM operators. Furthermore, the CDG
feels that not including the 450 MHz and 1900 MHz bands in the 3G policy, even after successfully
completing the mandated mixed-band RF interference trials, is unfairly restricting CDMA operators
and will further inhibit the growth of 3G broadband services in the region.

"The CDG urges the Indian government to continue to stimulate innovation, competition and further
telecom investments by proposing a balanced and fair allocation of its spectrum resources,' said
Perry LaForge, executive director of the CDG. 'CDMA has played a critical role in expanding
telephony penetration in India through competition, a fact that should not be ignored when
considering how to best serve the country's economic interests in expanding broadband Internet
penetration with 3G.’

With hundreds of licensees anticipating new spectrum allocations, the CDG believes it is
increasingly critical for the DOT to adopt and enforce the '15 Carrier Plan' proposal in the 800 MHz
band. In addition to this, the TRAI in its Sep 2006 Recommendations called for the DOT to refarm
spectrum (2 x 5 MHz) in the lower 900 MHz band (to re-allocate GSM operations within the band)
and then allocate an additional 2 x 5 MHz for CDMA operations in the upper 800 MHz band. This
recommendation would alleviate the spectrum limitations for 3G EV-DO broadband services and
level the playing field for all. Per the same TRAI recommendations, the CDG also urges the DOT to
consider allocating at least 5 MHz in the 450 MHz band.

Additionally, the CDG agrees with the DOT's recommended principles of using spectrum efficiently,
ensuring technology and service neutrality, and establishing a level playing field by auctioning 3G
spectrum with a reserve price. Applying these universally accepted principles will ensure India’'s
scarce spectrum will be used most efficiently and that all technologies and services are treated
equally, without prejudice. Issuing such a 3G policy that encourages healthy competition will ensure
that India’s businesses and consumers will continue to receive the best value for their money.

More information on CDMA is available at www.cdg.org.
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About CDMA2000

CDMAZ2000 is the most widely deployed 3G technology, with 255 operators in 99 countries,
including 91 CDMA2000 1xEV-DO systems, serving more than 418 million subscribers. Counting 2G
cdmaOneé&trade; subscribers, there are more than 431 million CDMA users worldwide. CDMA2000
has become the technology of choice for developed and emerging market operators, and is
deployable in the 450, 700, 800, 1700, 1900, AWS and 2100 MHz bands. More than 1,950
CDMAZ2000 devices from over 110 suppliers have been introduced to the market, including more
than 500 1XEV-DO Rel. 0 and 48 Rev. A devices. More information on CDMA2000 is available on
the CDG Web site at www.cdg.org.

About CDG

The CDMA Development Group is a trade association formed to foster the worldwide development,
implementation and use of CDMA2000 technologies. The more than 130 member companies of the
CDG include many of the world's largest wireless carriers and equipment manufacturers. The
primary activities of the CDG include development of CDMA2000 features and services, public
relations, education and seminars, regulatory affairs and international support. Currently, there are
more than 500 individuals working within various CDG subcommittees on CDMA2000-related
matters. For more information about the CDG, visit the CDG Web site at www.cdg.org.

#H#
Note to editors

cdmaOne is a registered trademark of the CDMA Development Group. CDMA2000 is a registered
trademark of the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA-USA). All other trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.
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