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29 September 2009

Mr Pranab Mukherjee

Union Minister of Finance

Ministry of Finance

North Block, New Delhi

Dear Sir,

At PETA India, we applaud the financial good sense behind the new government austerity drive. While flying economy class and abandoning luxury hotels are helpful policies in the current economic climate, we would like to suggest one additional change that could result in great cost savings: serve only vegetarian food at all government functions.

The prices of meat, milk, butter, cheese and eggs have been rising steadily because of the increasing costs of animal feed. For example, Smithfield Foods, the world's largest pork producer, has said that its hog-raising costs have increased by more than 20 percent in the past year, largely because of the high cost of pig feed. Meat-eaters foot the bill by paying higher prices for pork.

Many of the most versatile non-animal foods cost relatively little compared to animal products. According to a 2007 article on MSN MoneyCentral, even the cheapest cuts of beef cost, on average, three times as much as vegetarian staples like dried beans, lentils and rice. Even a processed food like tofu was considerably lower in price than animal-derived alternatives like boneless chicken breasts.

This is symptomatic of the overall wastefulness of relying on animals for food. Animals must eat many time more grain and other plant-based foods than we get back as meat. For instance, the US – a major world grain producer – feeds 70 per cent of its cereal crops to animals. A 2002 E Magazine article estimated that the amount of feed needed to produce just one 8-ounce steak would fill 45 to 50 bowls with cooked cereal grains.

Vegetarian foods are also healthier, so when you factor in all the money saved on hospital bills and medications by avoiding unhealthy, artery-clogging animal products, you can clearly see why a vegan diet is so economical.

We look forward to hearing soon that you will be achieving further cost savings by serving only vegetarian food at all government events. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have or to provide further information. You can contact me at NikunjS@petaindia.org
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Nikunj Sharma

Vegan Campaign Coordinator
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